Watab Town Board Meeting Minutes
August 7, 2012


The regular monthly meeting of the Watab Town Board was held on Tuesday, August 7, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. at the Watab Town Hall. All board members were present:  Supervisors Ed Kacures Jr., Lloyd Erdmann, and Craig Gondeck; Treasurer Eileen Saldana; and Clerk Pat Spence.

Audience members were Bob Raveling, Allen Saldana, JoAnn Baumgart, and Kevin Reiter.  Following the Pledge to the Flag, the following announcements were made: thank you to the Benton County Fair Board for a great job; deepest thoughts to the former Verso employees who have lost their jobs; sympathy to Donna Poganski on the death of her son-in-law; a request to keep Tom Saldana in our prayers during his illness; congratulations to Allen and Sandy Saldana on their 28th wedding anniversary; and congratulations to Craig and Jana Gondeck on their 40th Wedding Anniversary. Also, this Saturday is Take a Day Off at the Stearns County Park; everyone is invited.

Approval of the Agenda was made through motion by Supervisor Gondeck, second by Supervisor Kacures, and passed with the addition of communications from James Wensel and letter regarding the ISO rating for Sauk Rapids. Minutes of the July meeting were approved through a motion by Supervisor Gondeck, second by Supervisor Kacures, and passed.

Treasurer Eileen Saldana reported cash balances of $322,384.25, with the recent tax settlement received from Benton County. Clerk Spence reported that she and Eileen had filled out investment papers at Edward Jones and filed the investment policy with their office. Also, a written interim budget report was presented to the board members for their review.

Approval to pay monthly bills and to withdraw necessary funds for Claims 4890 through 4907 and Electronic Transfers to IRS and PERA was given through a motion by Supervisor Erdmann, second by Supervisor Gondeck, and passed.


Review of bids for the Snow Plowing Contract: two bids were received, one from Marson Contractors, Inc. for $38,800 per year and the other from Burski Excavating, Inc. for $41,000. Following review of the bid documents, Supervisor Erdmann made a motion to approve a two year contract to the low bidder, Marson Contractors, Inc. for $38,800 per year.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Gondeck; motion passed. Clerk Spence was asked to contact Jeff Hanson to let them know of the contract award.


Old Business:

1. Quiet Zone Update: Clerk Spence reported that Jon Bogart was unable to attend the meeting, but he has the bid documents prepared and the advertisement for bids has been received by the township. Supervisor Gondeck made a motion to authorize advertisement for bids for Lakewood Shore Rd NW road improvements including the quiet zone; motion was seconded by Supervisor Erdmann and passed. The County Road 79 bidding will be handled by the county. Supervisor Gondeck made a motion for Jon to deliver the bid documents for the County Road 79 project to the county engineer; seconded by Supervisor Erdmann; motion passed.  Supervisor Kacures asked Supervisor Erdmann about the status of donations from residents for the project; Supervisor Erdmann said he has pledges for $6,000. Clerk Spence was asked to check with the State Auditor about whether the donations should come to the township or the county.
2. Review of the Road Projects:  

a. Crack Fill Update—Supervisor Gondeck showed pictures of the project roads.
b. Seal Coating—a hydraulic hose broke at the driveway of a property on Roseanna Beach Road; Allen Saldana is taking care of it and billing Astech. 

c. Ellsworth Boe driveway has been taken care of for $298.

d. 95th Street road edge by Philip Saldana and Eileen Saldana’s properties: the board discussed how to get the water away from the corner; people drive off the edge of the road and break it up. Motion was made by Supervisor Erdmann, seconded by Supervisor Gondeck, to spend a maximum of $1500 to create a sloped ditch in this area on 95th Street. Motion passed.

e. Roseanna Beach Road project:  washout after the improvements was noted on the spring road tour; the repair is working well. 

3. Shoreline Complaint Update:   Supervisor Gondeck reported that he had several complaints on July 21 regarding a homeowner in the Sandy Shores Development clearing all the vegetation from the lakeshore. He went out to talk to the owner and advised him that he needed permits. 
4. Lake Andrew Sign Issue:  Scott Jarnot is having trouble finding someone to install the signs; he said he’ll take care of it this month. He has also hired a company to fix the storm sewer issues and hopes to have it done this month.

5. Legal Advice on the building permit request for the Teschke property:  the board reviewed the correspondence from our attorney; Supervisor Gondeck stated that he also has a copy of the file on this issue from the county. He transferred it to the Clerk.
6. Resolution of Support for County Economic Development Department: Supervisor Gondeck reported that several people have thanked the town board for their resolution of support in continuing the department and a full-time director, especially since Verso Paper has closed.

New Business:

1. Watab Clean Up Day is scheduled for September 22nd at Twin Pines parking lot. Motion of approval was made by Supervisor Gondeck, second by Supervisor Kacures, and passed.

2. Motion was made to approve election judge reimbursement at the rate of $10 per hour, mileage reimbursement at IRS rate, and a meal allowance for the head judge of $10 per meal.

3. Resolution 2012-9: Appointment of Additional Election Judges: all approved through motion by Supervisor Kacures; second by Supervisor Gondeck; motion passed.

4. Annual Weed Tour will be taken by Supervisor Gondeck and Ron Jansen at 9am on Friday morning.
5. Agreement with Collection Agency:  Supervisor Gondeck made a motion to enter into an agreement with Collection Resources of St. Cloud to collect unpaid emergency call bills; motion seconded by Erdmann; motion passed. Supervisor Kacures signed the contract.
6. The Minnesota Association of Townships has two upcoming meetings: the District 8 meeting is Tuesday, September 25 at the Little Falls Ballroom at 5:30 p.m. The Annual Conference will be held November 15-17 at the River’s Edge Convention Center in St. Cloud. The board is encouraged to attend.
7. Monthly Communications

a. James Wensel letter to Commissioner Wollak was copied to us. Supervisor Gondeck worked on the issue in the past and he stated that this is a county issue.
b. Letter was received from the township informing us of approval for the Sherrock Development septic system permit.
c. MPCA SWINS- Stormwater Infrastructure Needs Survey is needing to be completed by August 22; Clerk Spence will complete this.
d. E-mail was received from MPCA regarding reporting for MS4.
e. July Benton county zoning permits were reviewed.
f. A thank you was received from Nancy Hoffman on behalf of the BCEDC and Commissioners for the township contribution of $500 to the RR served Industrial Park Study.

g. SEH sent the Part I Wellhead Protection Plan Draft Report for the City of Sauk Rapids. The draft is on file.

8. Supervisor Reports:
a. Benton Co. Economic Development Board: Supervisor Gondeck reported that one of the county commissioners wants to suspend the department since Nancy Hoffman has left for Chisago County. The board discussed the impact on the township if this occurs. Supervisor Gondeck is currently working with several business prospects in Watab Township.
b. ISO report from Sauk Rapids:  Supervisor Gondeck talked about the ISO study; the inspector visited the Oak Hill Estates and Pirates Cove Developments and  was impressed with the good flow in their water hydrants. The report shows the new ISO rating for Sauk Rapids is 4, which is very excellent; this is a great bonus to commercial properties served by the Sauk Rapids Department, as it will lower their insurance costs up to 15%. He also talked about the future of putting a dry hydrant system in some of our neighborhoods to improve ratings. 

c. Rice Fire Contract: Supervisor Kacures reported that he believes there will be serious difficulty in negotiating a new contract with Rice.  In February 2012, the board made a proposal for a new two-year fire contract; recently a response was received. The board met for a work session yesterday and reviewed the proposal as a group. A meeting with representatives of Rice has been set for negotiations at 7pm on Wednesday, August 8. There are major concerns with both the language of the contract and the significant increase in proposed costs.
d. Status of Citizen Concerns: garbage issue on West Lake Road – a renter had thrown all their garbage out on the lawn; Supervisor Gondeck said that the owner cleaned it up; John Hendrickson called about a water issue on Hawthorne Road – this can be addressed on the next road tour; ditch mowing was excellent – Supervisor Gondeck showed photos; there was a concern about large potholes and cracks on 85th Street; Supervisor Gondeck had Allen Saldana go out and patch them. Rice Contracting will be doing the major road work in this road in mid August. Supervisor Gondeck will put pellets down to poison pocket gophers in that area.
e.  Future work:  Supervisor Gondeck will supervise the STS crew on tree trimming; he will go on the weed tour and complete the sign work this month. He will also look into the damaged road sign issue with the Department of Corrections. Supervisor Kacures also asked him to take care of brush trimming on the corner of Plaziak Road and Co. Rd 55. Clerk Spence reported a low branch hanging over  Lakewood Shores, which will cause difficulty for school buses. Supervisor Gondeck talked about getting more interest in the history of Watab Township. He wants people to contact him about Flashlight Hill.  Supervisor Erdmann will get the sprinkler head and make repairs at the town hall; he will also continue to get the road easements for the Lakewood Shore Road project. Supervisor Gondeck drew the board’s attention to an article in the township newsletter about tree removal in right of way; he is pleased that the board has been following the recommended procedure for many years.
f. Citizen’s Issues:  JoAnn Baumgartner asked about the sumac in her neighborhood; Supervisor Gondeck will check into it.

A motion was made by Supervisor Gondeck, seconded by Supervisor Erdmann and passed to adjourn the meeting at 10pm. 

Respectfully submitted by Pat Spence, Clerk
