Watab Town Board Minutes
April 3, 2012

The Watab Town Board held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, April 3, 2012 at the Watab Town Hall at 7:00 p.m. All board members were present:  Supervisors Ed Kacures Jr., Craig Gondeck, Lloyd Erdmann, Treasurer Eileen Saldana, and Clerk Pat Spence. Following the Pledge to the Flag, these announcements were made: Supervisor Gondeck gave sympathy to the family of Larry Haws, who was a very dedicated servant; to Pat Spence’s family for the death of her dad; and extended congratulations to Clara Knettel and Jan Hovda, two of the township’s election judges who were named outstanding women of history by Benton County Historical Society.

Reorganization of the board: 

· Supervisor Gondeck made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Erdmann, to elect Supervisor Kacures as Chair. Motion passed.
· Supervisor Erdmann made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Kacures to elect Supervisor Gondeck as Vice-Chair; motion passed.

· Supervisor Kacures was elected to Rice Fire Negotiations by Supervisor Gondeck, seconded by Supervisor Erdmann; motion passed.

· Motion was made by Supervisor Kacures to appoint Supervisor Gondeck as board representative to the Sauk Rapids Fire Board; motion seconded by Supervisor Erdmann; motion passed.

· Supervisor Gondeck expressed interest in continuing on the Benton County Economic Development Board. Motion was made by Supervisor Erdmann, seconded by Super visor Kacures, and passed approving Supervisor Gondeck as the township representative to the economic development board.

· Setting rate of pay: Motion was made by Supervisor Gondeck, seconded by Supervisor Erdmann, to continue same rate of pay for board members as current rate; motion passed.

· Setting 2012 depositories for town funds: Supervisor Erdmann made a motion to retain what we currently use: Bremer Bank, Falcon Bank, and Edward Jones; motion was  seconded by Supervisor Gondeck and passed.

· Approval of transfer of funds: Motion was made by Supervisor Gondeck,  seconded by Supervisor Erdmann to  transfer current Interest Account funds to the Road and Bridge Fund; motion passed.

· Approval of resolution setting meeting dates: Resolution 2012-5 was approved through motion by Supervisor Gondeck, second by Supervisor Erdmann, motion passed. The Chair was authorized to sign the resolution.

· Consideration of Resolution 2012-6: Authorizing Work by Town Board Supervisors: motion was made by Supervisor Gondeck, seconded by Supervisor Erdmann, to approve Resolution 2012-6, and motion passed. Chair was authorized to sign the resolution.

Approval of the agenda: Motion was made by Supervisor Erdmann, seconded by Supervisor Gondeck to approve the agenda with the additions of the Burski snow plowing bill and consideration of the electors’ recommendation for donations as authorized at annual meeting. Motion passed. 
Supervisor Gondeck made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Erdmann, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting in March, and the Board of Canvass for the annual election; motion passed.

Treasurer Eileen Saldana gave the monthly Treasurer’s report, which was approved through a motion by Supervisor Gondeck and second by Supervisor Kacures.
Motion was made by Supervisor Gondeck and seconded by Supervisor Erdmann to give approval to pay the monthly bills and to withdraw the funds from the appropriate accounts for claims # 4799-4825 and three electronic transfers for PERA, MN Department of Revenue for quarterly withholding, and IRS for the monthly withholding deposit; motion passed. 

Old Business:

1. Jon Bogart, Township Engineer:  He presented proposals for the railroad crossing improvements. Burlington Northern has approved the plans, so he is here to discuss the timeline. There needs to be a meeting of several entities to review the project. Supervisor Erdmann made a motion to set up this meeting to look at both projects, since there is no cost involved; Benton County officials would be invited. Motion was seconded by Supervisor Gondeck; motion passed. Supervisor Gondeck spoke with Claudia Dumont about the future overpass for County Road 79; she said it’s not going to happen for 20 to 30 years. He recommends that we see if we can make a donation to the county to get County Road 79 quiet zone. Supervisor Erdmann currently has pledges for $6,500. He feels that we should do this one first. Supervisor Gondeck was given permission to approach the county board and the MAT attorney to do some fact finding on whether we can move forward. The supervisors believe it is an economic advantage to do this crossing at this time. Supervisor Gondeck spoke about the advantage of using removable poles in the crossing in case of wide vehicles. Jon Bogart will return next month.
2. Board of Equalization will be held on Thursday, April 5 at 2:30pm. Those who wish to present are asked to call the County Assessor’s office for appointments.
3. Supervisor Gondeck updated the board on the outdoor warning siren grant application. The grant was sent in last Tuesday to Homeland Security and it has been accepted. Application was made for a $100,000 grant. He also talked about taking FEMA training on-line at no cost. The training he has taken is on the emergency command center. We should learn in April or May if the grant is funded. The board thanks Jim McDermott for his assistance.

4. Township maintenance and exterior lighting project: Supervisor Gondeck has another quote for lighting and labor from Steve Ertl for $845. This would include a light above the front doors and on the rear of the building. Motion was made by Supervisor Kacures, seconded by Supervisor Gondeck, to accept the quote from Ertl Electric and install the lights; motion passed. Supervisor Gondeck made a motion to sweep the town hall parking lot by Parking Lot Maintenance; second by Supervisor Kacures; motion passed. Supervisor Gondeck was asked to clean up the loose sod, and he will remove the rust from the building this summer. Supervisor Erdmann will check into the sprinkling system this month.
5. The Clerk has had contact from Knife River saying that they have taken down the silt fence on Fifth Avenue. Paperwork will go through Jon Bogart before the retainage is paid. Jon Bogart will also need to handle the MS4 permit.

6. Annual Newsletter: payments were made; cost was lowered by half for the design. Clerk will check on donation total for this issue and report at the next meeting.
7. Oak Hill residents were present regarding park dedication funds. They asked if any of the park dedication funds could be used for drainage since last year there were water problems with the high water table. Dan Kronlund spoke on behalf of their residents. Supervisor Erdmann stated that the park funds could not be used for drainage. The board will look into it and talk with the owners of the development.  
8. Railroad Spur donation to the City of Rice: Supervisor Gondeck said that it’s a good project and would be a plus for the township; he made a motion to authorize $500 from the Revenue Fund for the feasibility study for the spur. This issue is supported by Benton County Economic Development. Motion was seconded by Supervisor Erdmann; motion passed.
9. Supervisor Gondeck contacted the Sauk Rapids Fire Chief regarding the verbal agreements. The Clerk needs to draft a letter stating that the township understands that it will not be billed for fires or emergency calls that occur on the railroad access. Supervisor Gondeck will take the letter of understanding to the city.
10. The board extends appreciation to Kevin Reiter for the sound system he brought to the annual meeting. It was greatly appreciated.
New Business:

1. Bob McManus approached the board regarding plats for property across from his home on County Rd 55 and Riverview Loop. He has met with Chuck Marohn, Benton County Department of Development; they have reviewed the plat and found no issues. Now he needs to have the town board review the plat. Bogart, Pederson and Associates have done all the surveying. All the setback and easements meet the county guidelines. There are five lots in the plat named Shorewood Acres. Neighbors are interested in purchasing some of the lots. Motion was made by Supervisor Gondeck to accept the plat for Shorewood Acres with no issues and for the chair to sign the paperwork for Benton County Department of Development; motion was seconded by Supervisor Erdmann; motion passed. 
2. Kevin Johnson is looking at moving Del-Win Ballroom to Watab Township, south of his current building. He would want to use tax increment financing and would like township support.
3. Supervisor Gondeck had a meeting with Sauk Rapids Fire Department Chief, Tony Hommerding, regarding the potential of a better ISO rating. Residents could get a reduction in their homeowner’s and commercial insurance because of the water flow in Pirates Cove and Oak Hill Estates, the town hall potential as a sub-station if needed, and the department’s excellent fire fighting equipment. They are hoping for a better ISO rating and will know soon.

4. TMDL Study is out on Little Rock Lake. It was discussed at the Benton County Water Quality Board meeting. 

5. MAT Conference report was given by Supervisor Gondeck and Treasurer Eileen Saldana. They had discussion on the open meeting law: no minutes should be taken, but the meetings should be taped. Closed door meetings are recommended for meetings with sub-contractors when there are issues. Supervisor Gondeck learned that both Graham and Langola Townships have signed contracts with the City of Rice for fire protection. Treasurer Saldana reported that there is a new law that exempts townships from sales tax. She will check into where we get the form. Supervisor Gondeck stated that he believes the township would benefit more from membership in the Minnesota League of Cities.
6. Supervisor Gondeck asked for permission to meet with Allen Saldana about a wash out on Rose Anna Beach Road and to repair it immediately. Cones have been placed. A cease and desist order has been placed for a homeowner remodeling without a building permit. He has a photo of the project. 

7. The chair read a thank you note from Pat Spence for sympathy extended from the board; The Clerk read an e-mail from Jim McDermott regarding scheduling a tornado exercise; Supervisor Erdmann has been certified for the board of appeal and equalization; the board also received a copy of a letter to a Watab resident from Benton County Department of Development regarding non-compliance on setbacks.
8. Supervisor Gondeck reported on the Benton County Economic Development Board meeting. There is a great deal of activity in Sauk Rapids and a prospective German business.

9. SCORE grant for Watab Clean Up Day for $17,000 was approved by Benton County Commissioners.

10. Supervisor Kacures has not heard anything from Rice other than incorrect figures received by e-mail. 

11. Upcoming Board Work:  Supervisor Erdmann will take care of railroad work and sprinkler system; Supervisor Gondeck will start sign work and other items brought up earlier in the meeting. He will aslo work on the pocket gopher problem. 
12. Set road tour:  the board set April 28 at 7:30am meeting at the town hall to begin the annual road tour. The board was requested to look at the condition of 85th Street NW. 

13. Motion was made by Supervisor Gondeck, seconded by Supervisor Kacures to set the May board meeting for the annual MS4 public hearing; motion passed. Clerk Spence should invite Paul Schwinghammer.

14. The board was asked to consider a township resolution for a leash law to give strength to homeowners to assist them in managing dogs from coming into their yards. Supervisor Gondeck will check with our attorney. Clerk Spence will check with the Tri-County Humane Society proposal for contracted services. 
Motion was made by Supervisor Gondeck, seconded by Supervisor Kacures to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 p.m. Motion passed.






Respectfully submitted by Pat Spence, Clerk
